A national approach to pharmacovigilance: The case of India as a growing hub of global clinical trials.
Pharmacovigilance is the pharmacological science associated with the detection, understanding and prevention of adverse effects, especially long-term and short-term adverse effects of medicines. In the present day pharmaceutical scenario, where the development and marketing of an ever-growing array of medicines has rendered their safety and therapeutic efficacy key to determining the success of a drug, pharmacovigilance has come about to play a critical and significant part. While pharmacovigilance, as a system, has witnessed considerable progress and evolution in the West, not as much has been accomplished in India. With India now being recognised as a hub of global clinical trials and with an increasing number of clinical trials and clinical research studies being conducted actively, the need for a dynamic pharmacovigilance network with an efficient and prudent operation methodology is felt, now more than ever. This article observes the evolution of the pharmacovigilance system in India, with a fundamental overview of the present system in place and also various schemes and proposals to establish and sustain the same. It also examines the challenges faced in the execution of an effective pharmacovigilance network as well as the future prospects with regards to the Indian market.